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To date, critiques of technology have been focused on the environmental 
harm caused by sourcing the raw materials for, and the manufacturing, 
shipping and disposing of, our hardware. There is an urgent need, however, 
to scrutinize the environmental and psychological impacts of our ever-
accumulating software and data waste. Undertaken as part of the Koninklijke 
Academie van Beeldende Kunsten (KABK) Research Group 2018, Niels 
Schrader uses online tools and published online media in combination with 
site immersion and visual analysis to understand more fully what happens 
when the resources needed to create, share and store our daily output of 2,5 
quintillion bytes of so-called ‘virtual’ data encroach on the physical 
environment.

Interxion AM8 Datacenter, Rozenburg. – Photos by Niels Schrader and Roel 
Backaert
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Data Tower, Amsterdam.

Equinix AM4 Datacenter, Amsterdam.
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Equinix AM5 Datacenter, Amsterdam.

Equinix AM1 Datacenter, Amsterdam.
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