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This experimental lexicon is by the participants of O p e nCoop Academy’s
study group Topologies of Touch. The study group — part of DAI Roaming

Academy 2017—2018 — focused on touch and feel, the tactile and haptic, from
philosophical and political standpoints and within cultural, artistic and social
practices. Here you find a video summary of the public presentations of the
study group in Athens in June 2018.

Our exploration of the body and touch in relation to politics, saw us turn to Erin Manning's
Politics of Touch: Sense, Movem&006)pmvekirg g adryes of questions:
How can we trace the ways in which touch informs and reforms the body in concepts such
as violence, gender, race, sexuality, democracy and identity? How do sensing bodies run
up against existing political structures? Can we resist paralyzing body-politics and
cultivate ‘gestures’ of resistance?

Another substantive point of focus was hapticality in terms of ‘the capacity to feel through

others’, proposed by Stefano Harney and Fred Motenin The Undercommons: Fugitive
Planning & BlacKkK@E8luAythey write, it is 'a way of feeling through others, a feel

for feeling others feeling you. This is modernity’s insurgent feel, its inherited caress, its

skin talk, tongue touch, breath speech, hand laugh. This is the feel that no individual can

stand, and no state abide. This is the feel we might call hapticality’. 1

The image-text lexicon ‘Topologies of Touch” includes entries that arise from the

participants’ divergent individual practices, experiences and engagements in relation to

the study group’s overarching topics. The various contributions conflict and coincide; they

converge and touch each other. Hypatia Vourloumis'text Ten Theses on Touch, or, Wri
T o u cltas been another source of inspiration: ‘To write on touch is to recognize that one is

touching and being touched.” 2This could also be applied to your reading of this lexicon,

bringing into being a tactile constellation or topology of connected bodies.
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