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This is about the moment you realize that a single tear has formed and is 
cascading down your cheek. This isn’t about the act of crying or the emotions 
associated with tears. This is about the single tear, :’( . This isn’t about the 
other tears, the ones that come after the :’( has been shed. This is about the 
image of a :’( , the moment that forms that image, and its subsequent 
abstractions and permutations in popular culture. This isn’t about feeling but 
rather the realization of feeling a feeling. This is about the baggage attached to 
an image and what is potentially transferred when this image is viewed. This 
isn’t about what is felt but rather that it is felt. This is asking whether 
ubiquitously understood images can mean something anymore. This essay is 
part of the �O�p�e�n�! COOP Academy series �'�d�i�d� �y�o�u� �f�e�e�l� �i�t�?�'
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Barack Obama, November 2008.

Do you remember the first time that you saw someone shed a :’( ?  My first memory of 
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