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The art project One and Another State of Yellow (2013—2016) studies the
interplay between architecture and urban planning, ideologies and
psychological warfare around two landscapes of ‘war’ in the US: 1) the urban
military experiment El Paso-Juarez at the United States-Mexico border; and
2) Washington, DC as the US war and control apparatus. El Paso is an
American city that borders directly on Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. In 2010 Juarez
was listed as the deadliest city in the world. At the same time El Paso was
listed as the safest city in the US. Washington DC can be seen as the big overall
political ‘constructor’ and ‘producer’ of the landscape of war. The work
questions the ways in which architecture and urban planning are strategically
employed — as psychological warfare strategies, that is, propaganda, military
deception, perception management — to threaten or stimulate fear, or even to
deceive an audience or enemy. One and Another State of Yellow consists of a
photographic installation of the Mount Cristo Rey foothills in El Paso, and a
cartographic work of greater Washington DC that takes up an entire wall.

For this digital version the carthography is accompanied by the text work
From the Monument, a script for voice over. The text is based on a collection
of literature, newspaper and magazine articles, from amongst others LIFE,
TIME and Collier’s, and descriptions of urban plans and systems. Written
from an urban planning perspective on the one hand (narrator I) and from a
strategic planning perspective on the other hand (narrator II), it brings
together various urban plans and systems based on urban planning ideologies
as well as hidden military agendas. The two perspectives almost overlap, but
the differences between narrator I and narrator II (both clickable) are subtle
and significant.

page: 1/ 8 — One and Another State of Yellow onlineopen.org



One and Another State of Yellow - Washington DC - Scrollable Map
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'A good propagandist knows how to shape opinion by manipulating maps. Political
persuasion often concerns territorial claims, nationalities, national pride, borders, strategic
positions, conquests, attacks, troop movements, defences, spheres of influence, regional
inequality, and other geographic phenomena conveniently portrayed cartographically. The
propagandist molds the map’'s message by emphasizing supporting features, suppressing
contradictory information, and choosing provocative, dramatic symbols.'

[Mark Monmonier, How To Lie With Maps, 1996, 87]

'Maps can even make nuclear war appear survivable. The specter of nuclear warfare sends
threatened nations and pacifists worldwide to the cartographic arsenal for an honoured
piece of geopolitical ordnance, the circle. Diplomats and military strategists have found
the circle particularly useful in showing the striking zones of aircraft, and modern
strategists find circles indispensable when discussing the range of missiles. Circles bring
to the map a geometric purity easily mistaken for accuracy and authority.’

[Ibid., 109]

'A good propagandist knows how to shape opinion by manipulating maps. Political
persuasion often concerns territorial claims, nationalities, national pride, borders, strategic
positions, conquests, attacks, troop movements, defences, spheres of influence, regional
inequality, and other geographic phenomena conveniently portrayed cartographically. The
propagandist molds the map’'s message by emphasizing supporting features, suppressing
contradictory information, and choosing provocative, dramatic symbols.'

[Mark Monmonier, How To Lie With Maps, 1996, 87]

'Maps can even make nuclear war appear survivable. The specter of nuclear warfare sends
threatened nations and pacifists worldwide to the cartographic arsenal for an honoured
piece of geopolitical ordnance, the circle. Diplomats and military strategists have found
the circle particularly useful in showing the striking zones of aircraft, and modern
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