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You are about to begin paging through a visual essay, A sketchbook is blown 
onto the floor. Relax. Concentrate. Dispel every other image. Let the world 
around you fade away. Best switch off the notifications on your phone, they 
are always vibrating and interrupting you. Find the most comfortable position 
with your device: seated, stretched out, curled up or lying flat. You were 
browsing the Open! site and then while scrolling around you noticed 
A sketchbook is blown onto the floor and you found the author’s name 
somewhat intriguing and completely unknown. You tapped and arrived here. 
Good for you.

Perhaps you started reading the abstract before making that tap and saved the page — 
when you were on the bus or standing in a crowd — but now you are here and you scroll 
down quickly browsing the content before diving in. You read this text further, scanning 
the sentences, generic phrases that don’t say a great deal. So here you are, ready to attack 
the first pages of this sketchbook. You tap the first image and the essay loads. Maybe the 
image comes up instantly on your high-speed connection, or you are going through a 
tunnel and it takes forever. The essay begins with a notebook on a parquet floor. It might 
have been blown off a table by a gust of wind, or placed there, taped down with scotch 
tape to be photographed in stillness. At first you might feel a bit lost. But when you go on, 
you realize that this notebook is readable and visual, that it could be read from back to 
front or vice-versa or at random. You are confronting something not quite yet knowing 
what it is.
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1. The introduction text to A sketchbook is blown onto the floor takes its 
departure point from the introduction of Italo Calvino’s introduction to If on a 
winter’s night a traveler (1979).
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2. HM King Leopold II of the Belgians, www.henrypoole.com.

3. The Congo: A study of the Negro Race, Vachel Lindsay, 
www.poetryfoundation.org.
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http://www.henrypoole.com/hall_of_fame/hm-king-leopold-ii-belgians
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/176812


4. The Smallest Woman in the World, Clarice Lispector, 
www.brucecharlesworth.net

5. HM King Leopold II of the Belgians, www.henrypoole.com. 6. Brussels: 
Buildings and Monuments, Cinquantenaire Park, www.trabel.com.
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http://www.brucecharlesworth.net/Smallest.pdf
http://www.henrypoole.com/hall_of_fame/hm-king-leopold-ii-belgians
http://www.trabel.com/brussel/brussel-cinquantenairepark.htm


7. Rubber and Other Latex Products, www.faculty.ucr.edu.
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http://www.faculty.ucr.edu/~legneref/botany/rubber.htm


8. Some Tips for Speech Choir, www.ischoolsfritzie.wordpress.com and 
www.amazon.com.

9. Inside Mobutu’s ruined jungle palace in DR Congo, Dan Snow, 
www.bbc.com. 10. Serres Royales de Laeken, www.monarchie.be.
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http://www.ischoolsfritzie.wordpress.com/2009/12/28/how-to-do-a-speech-choir-2/
http://www.amazon.com/The-Invisibles-Vintage-Portraits-Twentieth/dp/0847843068
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-24386990
http://www.monarchie.be/fr/palais-patrimoine/serres-de-laeken


11. The Crime of the Congo, www.archive.org, www.amazon.com. 12. The 
Great Boer War, Arthur Conan Doyle, www.gutenberg.org.

13. Lana Wachowski receives the HRC Visibility Award, www.youtube.com. 
14. Beetlejuice, Door to the world of the dead scene, www.vimeo.com.

15. Race Criticism of “The Congo,” www.english.illinois.edu. 16. The Mystery 
of Vachel Lindsay, T.R. Hummer, www.slate.com.
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https://archive.org/details/crimeofcongo00doyl
http://www.amazon.com/The-Invisibles-Vintage-Portraits-Twentieth/dp/084784306
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3069
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crHHycz7T_c
http://www.vimeo.com/134037185
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/g_l/lindsay/congo.htm
http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/.classic_poems/2011/12/the_mystery_of_vachel_lindsay.html


17. The Invisibles: Vintage Portraits of Love and Pride. Gay Couples in the 
Early Twentieth Century, Sebastian Lifshitz, www.amazon.com. 18. Lindsay 
and Racism, Modern American Poetry, University of Illinois, 
www.english.illinois.edu. 19. Richard Hyland on Vachel Lindsay’s “The 
Congo,” www.jacket2.org.
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http://www.amazon.com/The-Invisibles-Vintage-Portraits-Twentieth/dp/0847843068
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/g_l/lindsay/racism.htm
http://jacket2.org/commentary/richard-hyland-vachel-lindsays-congo


20. Dead Poets Society, www.imdb.com.
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http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097165/


Eduardo Cachucho is an artist based between Brussels and Johannesburg, with an MFA
from the Dutch Art Institute (DAI) in 2015. He lectures Digital Representation at the 
University of Johannesburg and continues various longterm research projects into national 
and trans-national infrastructural developments and their long lasting effects.

Tags

Aesthetics, Affect, Image

This text was downloaded on December 19, 2025 from
Open! Platform for Art, Culture & the Public Domain
www.onlineopen.org/a-sketchbook-is-blown-onto-the-floor

 page: 10 / 10 — A sketchbook is blown onto the floor onlineopen.org

https://www.onlineopen.org/a-sketchbook-is-blown-onto-the-floor

