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Niels Schrader, Lauren Alexander
Essay - July 20, 2014

Solidarity or Solo is a research and design project executed by third-year
Graphic Design students at the Royal Academy of Art (KABK) in The Hague,
initiated by the tutors Niels Schrader (Graphic Design), Lauren Alexander
(Interactive Media) and Maarten Cornel (Philosophy). The project
encouraged students to investigate their own relation to, and opinions about,
the European Union by using mapping, archiving and referencing methods to
formulate a refreshing and articulated view of what the EU means to a

younger generation.

The Atlas of #Europe

Alyar Aynetchi, Sara Risvaag, Marinus Schepen & Sepus Noordmans

The Atlas of #Europe is an extensive collection of Instagram photos with EU-related
hashtags that presents the new visual gestalt of digital Europe. Based on a radar chart, the
authors developed a data visualization that combines 20 image characteristics to redraw
the borders of the 28 current member states. By choosing Instagram with its self-curated
user content as a source for visual research, this project’s aim was to present a collective
"autoportrait” - or selfie - of the European Union.
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http://www.kabk.nl/pageEN.php?id=0005

Date membe

The project took off
with an interest in the
cultivation of contem-
porary European culture
by participation in so-
cial media services like
Instagram. An accom-
modating platform for
millions of people who
frame moments of their
lives, culture and per-
sonalities in square for-
mat images. Which are
accompanied by a pa-
lette of filters that
emphasize specific char-
acteristics in the users
chosen context.
Considering the aim
of a service like Insta-
gram, and it's success at
paralleling and blending
our culture in such a way
that there is no longer a
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division between online and offline.
Likewise follows an interest in measur-
ing polyphony, and how to measure
the differences that coincide within
Europe and the fragmentation of public
spheres that keep the continent from
becoming completely unified. There
are multiple platforms and factors that
can function as public spheres like:
Governments, Newspapers, Demon-
strations, Municipalities, Literature,
but also the presence of the Internet.
By looking at Instagram with it's wide
reach around Europe, and a potential
of self-curating, it is not always a plat-
form for social discourse, but rather a
platform where what is truly regarded
as fragments of current culture, will be
exhibited and reflected by users and
the European populous.

The twenty-eight countries in the
European Union are presented with
individual profiles attached to each
country regarding general geograph-
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#DEUTSCHLAND

Internet
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The Dissociative European Atlas

Sanne Groenendaal & Max Lennarts

The Dissociative European Atlas is a collection of psychological tests that, similar to the
Rorschach test, examine the distinctiveness of EU country shapes. Groenendaal and
Lennarts asked randomly selected people to draw the EU’s borders as well as those of
individual member states from memory. Naturally, this resulted in many unique and
imprecise versions of the geographical space and disclosed the personal relation that
interviewees have with the European Union. The authors then playfully re-analysed the

drawings and were able to capture imaginative and striking revelations about the way the
EU is perceiveed.
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The European Union
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What if Ukraine Would Join the EU?
Nina Couvert

What if Ukraine Would Join the EU? is a thought-provoking atlas that evaluates the
hypothetical scenarios of Ukraine either joining the European Union or the recently
created Eurasian Economic Union. Couvert investigated the current political crisis in
Ukraine by interviewing a fellow Ukrainian student and then juxtaposing her personal
observations with what the Western public generally reads in the news. The question
arises: Which viewpoint comes closer to the actual truth that of the individual testimony of
a witness or the statistical data published by the media.

WHAT IF
UKRAINE
WOULD

JOIN THE
EU
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This atlas is displaving
a speculative view upon
the future of European
Union based on the ]
hypothesis of Urkaine |
becoming one of its I
member state. Thanks
to the help of Elena
Shkarupa, the atlas is
contructed according
to a discussion we have
been having together,
exploring numerous
aspects of a possible
union between Ukraine
and the European
Union.
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Inthe case of an union with
Ukraine, the European Union
would be added an area of
603700 km” and a population
of 45426200 inhabitants.
The EU would keap its rank
of the 31 most populated
<ountry and of the M biggost
ares of the world.
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1 that would happen a very few informations
aro given about the actual borders of the two
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We All Live in Europe

Janine Terlouw & Eline van der Ploeg

Terlouw and van der Ploeg’s compendium We All Live in Europe investigates the cultural
similarities and differences between European Union member states. Their extensive
research was conducted entirely online to focus on the virtual presence of theEU. This
Internet-specific data from image-based platforms like Flickr, Tumblr and Instagram then
allowed the duo to compare factors such as the wealth, ethnicity, age and income of theEU
member states. Family portraits, photographs of interior furnishings, food images and
street views served as reliable indicators for such characteristics as e.g. social status and
lifestyle choices.
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